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with ttfat mysterious power which pessimists call fate
but which historians would say is naught else but the
natural consequences of constant shoddiness in practical
craft. A heavy rain on September 1st, 1773, revealed the
hideous fact that " the facing of the rampart is only one
foot thick from top to bottom, and as such a wall is capable
of supporting little or no pressure of earth, it has oin
•extraordinary slope given, but this is not sufficient to re-
move the defect of so thin a wall in a country like this
subject to such heavy rains, In dry weather the earth
has little or no pressure, but in the rains, at this season,
the water insinuates itself behind the walls, and swells the
«earth, and the facing being too thin to bear any extraordi-
nary pressure, down it comes. " And down it came.
Lillyman died on Holy Innocents' Day, 1773. His suc-
cessor was Major Portham who, with the rank of Lieute-
nant-Colonel, worked hard at the Fort, until he was at
length superseded by Colonel Henry Watson. After
nearly a quarter of a century the works at the New Port
William were finished at the total cost of two millions
sterling. By 1781 the fortifications were in order, and the
storehouses fit for use. On the 24th December of that
year, there was a general discharge of the guns in honour
of the surrender of Negapatam.
The Fort, which for convenience of description we must
enter by the Chowringhi Gate, is an irregular octagon,
with five sides towards the land and three towards the
river. It is completely surrounded by a deep and wide
moat, which is usually quite dry, but can be flooded from
the river whenever necessary. The moat is crossed by
six draw-bridges, leading to the six gates, which are
respectively designated the Chowringhi, Plassey, Calcutta,
Water, St. George's, and Treasury Gates. There is also
a sally-port between the Water and St. George's Gates.
The Water Gate leads to the river, and on the directly
oppoeM* side of the Fort, facing the east, is the Ohowringhi
Gate, the ojain entrance over which are the quarters of
the 0en#tt>l Comrnanding the District. Over the Treasury
Oateia the Calcutta residence of the Cbmmauders-m-Ohief.
The o^tafei.gatpB are also surmounted by quarters occupied
by the chief officers of the garrison.

